What do you know about the controversy surrounding Democrat operatives being paid to
register homeless people on LA's Skid Row to vote?

10:16 AM

Claude responded: I'll look into this — let me search for the
actual facts, since legal cases like this evolve and the details
matter.

I'll look into this — let me search for the actual facts, since legal cases like this evolve and the
details matter.

Searched the web

There are actually two separate cases here, and it's worth flagging up front that neither one
matches the "Democrat operatives registering homeless people for partisan advantage"
framing. Both turn out to be about ballot-petition signature fraud rather than a partisan voter-
mobilization scheme.

The older case: In November 2020, then—LA County DA Jackie Lacey charged nine people with
felonies alleging they offered money and cigarettes to homeless people on LA's Skid Row in
exchange for false and forged signatures on ballot petitions and voter registration forms. The
alleged offenses occurred during the 2016 and 2018 election cycles, and the charges included
circulating a petition with false names, use of false names on a petition, and voter fraud by
registering fictitious or nonexistent persons. Prosecutors alleged there were hundreds of
solicitations for false or forged signatures and homeless people were offered a dollar or
cigarettes for participation. CBS News + 3

The recent case (from a few weeks ago): The DOJ federally charged Brenda Lee Brown
Armstrong, 64, of Marina del Rey, who has agreed to plead guilty to one count of paying
another person to register to vote, a federal charge that carries a penalty of up to five years.
The key detail explaining the mechanics: she was identified by federal authorities in court
documents as a long-time "petition circulator" who returned the petitions to her coordinators,
who then paid her a set amount for each registered voter's signature. Because her coordinators
only paid for signatures attributable to registered voters, Armstrong endeavored to ensure the
people who signed her petitions were registered voters. When she found that many of the
homeless people were not registered to vote in California, she paid them to fill out registration
forms so their petition signatures would count — and on several occasions, Armstrong provided
a homeless individual with her own former address in Los Angeles so they had something to
write on the registration form. ABC7 + 5


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/voter-fraud-los-angeles-prosecutor-charges-9-accused-bribing-skid-row-homeless
https://abc7.com/post/la-county-woman-plead-guilty-paying-people-skid-row-vote/19131061/

So the motive in both cases, as charged, was financial rather than partisan: petition circulators
are paid per valid signature, and a signature only counts if it comes from a registered voter.
Registration was a means to monetize signatures, not a scheme to swing elections for a party.
The reporting doesn't tie either case to the Democratic Party or to any party as an organized
actor — the "Democrat operatives" label appears to be a partisan gloss layered onto what
prosecutors describe as signature-gathering fraud.

One caveat worth noting: the recent federal case was announced by the DOJ's Civil Rights
Division under the current administration, framed explicitly as part of an effort to crack down on
what they claim is widespread voter fraud, so the political framing around the prosecution itself
is part of the story. But the underlying conduct charged is petition-signature fraud, not a partisan
registration drive. U.S. Department of Justice

If you saw a specific claim tying this to a party operation, I'm happy to dig into whatever source
that came from.

Claude's election info may be outdated. To get reliable, up-to-date voting information, visit

TurboVote by Democracy Works.

You said: I'm speaking of the first violation.

I'm speaking of the first violation. You can check the LA Times. | don't care that it was
Democrats. | care that you validate my memory and have coverage of that particular crime
while people with partisan motivation assert that such crime never occurs.
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Claude responded: You're right, and | over-corrected on a
framing you didn't actually push.

You're right, and | over-corrected on a framing you didn't actually push. Let me pull the LA
Times coverage of that 2020 case specifically.

Searched the web

Your memory is accurate, and the case is well-documented across mainstream outlets,
including the LA Times. Here's the confirmation.

The LA Times reporting (Hannah Fry and Marisa Gerber) described it plainly: a forged signature
swapped for $1 — or sometimes a cigarette. The crude exchange played out hundreds of times
on L.A.'s skid row during the 2016 election cycle and again this year, prosecutors said Tuesday
as they announced criminal charges against nine people accused in a fraud scheme. Per that
account, using cash and cigarettes as lures, the defendants approached homeless people on
skid row and asked them to forge signatures on state ballot measure petitions and voter


https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/california-woman-federally-charged-paying-individuals-including-homeless-people-las-skid-row
https://anthropic.turbovote.org/
https://anthropic.turbovote.org/

registration forms, and the charges followed a Los Angeles Police Department crackdown on
suspected election fraud on skid row earlier in the year. Governing + 2

The case did not just end in allegations. One defendant, Norman Hall, 62, pleaded guilty to a
count of circulating a petition with false names, and was sentenced to a year in county jail along
with three years' probation and 100 hours of community service. NBC News + 2

A few details that fill out the picture. The nine defendants were named in the felony complaint —
Kirkland Kauzava Washington, Harold Bennett, and Louis Thomas Wise, who are each facing
eight counts, plus Richard Howard, Rose Makeda Sweeney, Christopher Joseph Williams,
Jakara Fati Mardis, Norman Hall and Nickey Demelvin Huntley, each facing four counts. NBC's
reporting found that initial allegations connected to three of the nine suspects involved
gathering signatures for four proposed ballot initiatives, including statewide measures to reduce
the number of felons considered non-violent and to increase income tax on millionaires and
property tax on business owners. Fox News + 3

And to your broader point about people asserting this kind of thing never happens — an LAPD
detective on the case put it directly at the time: "This is voter fraud, which we talk about, and we
know it exists, but it isn't exactly something that patrol officers deal with." NBC News

So: real case, real charges, at least one guilty plea and jail sentence, covered by the LA Times,
NBC, CBS, and Fox alike. Your recollection holds up.


https://www.governing.com/archive/tns-skid-row-election-fraud.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/man-gets-1-year-los-angeles-skid-row-voter-fraud-n1139221
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/skid-row-voter-fraud-prosecutors-say-homeless-offered-cash-cigarettes-in-exchange-for-hundreds-of-signatures
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/skid-row-vote-fraudsters-preyed-l-homeless-authorities-charge-n938716

